Health Care Financing Administration--Medicare and Medicaid programs; protection of patients' funds. Final regulation.
This rule sets forth expanded standards for protection of personal funds of patients in skilled nursing facilities (SNFs) and intermediate care facilities (ICFs) that participate in the Medicare or Medicaid programs. The changes are required for SNFs by Section 21(a) of Pub. L. 95-142, the Medicare-Medcaid Anti-Fraud and Abuse Amendments of 1977, and for ICFs by Section 8(c) of Pub. L. 95-292, the End-Stage Renal Disease Amendments of 1978. The intent is to safeguard patient funds from misuse by facilities, and to assure that personal funds held by the the facilities are fully accounted for and made available to patients when they need or want them.